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Satisfactory Academic Progress 

(SAP)



Satisfactory Academic Progress

ÁConsolidates SAP regulations into 34 CFR 668.34

ÁAdministrative capability 668.16 now only refers 

to policy 

ÁStudent eligibility in 668.32 still includes as 

eligibility requirement

ÁSatisfactory progress in 668.34 now contains all 

elements of SAP



Satisfactory Academic Progress

ÅSAP is a Title IV requirement for student eligibility

ÅIn general, a student who is not making SAP is no 

longer eligible for Title IV aid



SAP Policy

ÅSAP policy required elements include 

ïMeasurement of studentôs progress at each 

evaluation

ÅGPA that a student must achieve at each 

evaluation (qualitative standard)

ÅPace of progression to ensure completion 

within the maximum time frame (quantitative 

standard)



SAP Policy

ÅSAP policy required elements include 

ÅHow GPA and pace of completion affected by

- Incompletes

- Withdrawals

- Repetitions

- Transfers of credit from other schools

ÁAt a minimum, school must count 

transfer hours, accepted toward 

completion of studentôs program, as both 

hours attempted and hours completed



SAP ïQualitative Element

ÅHEA Requirement that student must have 

2.0 on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, after 

two years

ÅEnd of second academic year 

ïRegardless of how many credits earned or 

grade level



SAP ïQuantitative Element

ÅQuantitative element has two components

ïMaximum timeframe

ÅPeriod of time that student has to complete the 

program of study and still be making SAP

ïPace of Progression

ÅAn ongoing measure that ensures student is on 

track to complete program in the maximum 

timeframe



Maximum Time Frame

ÁFor undergraduate programs of study, must be 

no longer than 150% of published length of 

educational program 

ÁFor credit hour programs, as measured in 

credit hours attempted

ÁFor clock hour programs, as measured in 

cumulative clock hours required to complete 

and expressed in calendar time

ÁFor graduate programs of study, institution 

defines the maximum period based upon length 

of educational program



Change of Major

ÅStill in place is the longstanding policy that 

schools may set their own SAP policy 

dealing with changes of major as they relate 

to maximum time frame

ÅSAP policy may limit the number of times 

that a student may change majors and have 

the maximum time frame recalculated 



Pace of Progression

ÁSchoolôs policy must specify

ÁPace of progression required to ensure 

student completes within maximum time frame 

and that pace is measured at each evaluation 

ÁPace calculated by dividing cumulative hours 

student successfully completed by cumulative 

hours student has attempted

ÁRemedial coursework may be excluded



How Often Is SAP Evaluated? 

ÁFor programs of study that are one academic 

year or less in length, school must evaluate SAP 

at end of each payment period

ÁFor programs of study longer than one academic 

year ï

ÁSchool must evaluate at least annually to 

correspond with end of a payment period

ÁSchool may evaluate at end of each payment 

period 



Definitions

ÅWarning

ÅProbation

ÅAppeal

ÅAcademic Plan

ÅAll defined for Title IV purposes NOT 

academic purposes



School Options

ÅWarning status may be used by schools that 

measure at end of each payment period

ÅProbation status may be used by schools 

who have an appeal process

ÅAcademic Plan is a tool that schools with an 

appeal process may choose to implement

ÅAppeal process may be used by schools, if 

they wish



School Options

ÅWarning

ÅProbation

ÅAcademic Plan

ÅAppeal

ÅSchool may choose to implement one, 

several, all or none of these options



SAP - Warning 

ÅFinancial Aid Warning

ïSchool must evaluate SAP at the end of each 

payment period to use this status

ïStatus assigned to a student who fails to make 

SAP

ïStudent may continue to receive Title IV aid for 

one payment period

ïNo appeal necessary for this status

ïStudent is not making SAP while in this status



SAP - Probation

ÅFinancial Aid Probation

ïStatus assigned by an institution to a student 

who fails to make SAP and who has 

successfully appealed and has had eligibility for 

Title IV aid reinstated

ïInstitution may impose conditions for studentôs 

continued eligibility to receive Title IV aid

ïStudent may receive aid for one payment 

period

ïStudent is not making SAP in this status



SAP - Appeal
ÅProcess by which a student who is not meeting 

institutionôs SAP policy petitions for reconsideration 

of eligibility for Title IV aid due to unusual 

circumstances

- Appeal policy must specify the conditions under 

which a student may appeal

- Studentôs appeal must include

ÅWhy he or she failed to make SAP and

ÅWhat has changed that will allow the 

student to make SAP at the next evaluation



If School Decides to Grant the Appeal

ÅSchool has determined that the student

ïWill be able to make SAP standards by end 

of next payment period 

OR

ïWill be placed on academic plan that will 

ensure able to meet SAP standards by 

specific point in time in the future



Academic Plan

ÅOnce the student is placed on an academic plan, 

that student is making SAP

ÅPlan must have a point in time identified when 

student will be making SAP as defined by the 

School SAP Policy

ÅIf student fails to meet the requirements of the 

Academic Plan, the student is not making SAP

ÅNot making SAP = Loss of Title IV eligibility



Does Not Evaluate Each 

Payment Period 
ÅAt an institution that evaluates SAP less often than 

each payment period, if a student loses eligibility 

for Title IV aid

ïStudent may be placed on Financial Aid 

Probation for one payment period after an appeal 

or placed immediately on an academic plan

ïAfter Financial Aid Probation, the student must 

be making SAP or appeal again in order to be 

placed on an academic plan



Evaluate Each Payment Period
ÅAt an institution that evaluates SAP each payment 

period, if student loses eligibility for Title IV aid

ïStudent may be placed on Financial Aid Warning 

for one payment period

ïStudent must make SAP at that time or may be 

placed on Financial Aid Probation for one 

payment period after a successful appeal

ïAfter Financial Aid Probationð

ÅStudent must be making SAP, or 

ÅMust appeal again to be placed on academic 

plan



If School Implements All Options

ÅSchool exercises its option to evaluate SAP 

at the end of every payment period

ÅSchool chooses to have a warning status

ÅSchool chooses to have an appeal process

ÅSchool chooses to have a probationary 

status

ÅSchool chooses to use an academic plan


